Memorandum

To:  Men under care of Presbytery

From:  Candidate & Credentials Committee, Presbytery of the Mid-Atlantic
Re:  Now what?
On behalf of the Committee on Candidates & Credentials, I want to welcome you as a newly received Man Under Care, and tell you how glad we are that the Lord has brought you to us.  Your being here with us indicates to us that God is hearing our prayers to raise up workers for the fields.
The reason for this memo is to clearly communicate to you what steps you will next need to take, in order to fulfill your call to be ordained to the gospel ministry.

Your next step along the way will be licensure.  Once approved by presbytery, you can be licensed to preach the gospel.  Licensure is the approbation by presbytery that you are proceeding in your call, and have reached a point where presbytery can put its stamp of approval on you to preach in our Churches while you continue in your requirements for ordination.  It also constitutes a period of probation usually lasting not more than two years to complete those requirements.
In order to be licensed, you must 1) complete the required examinations for the Candidates & Credentials Committee, 2) submit certain documents, 3) schedule a meeting with the Committee at a time prior to the meeting of Presbytery at which you hope to be licensed, and 4) preach a sermon for the men of Presbytery
Examinations for licensure:  The written examinations you are required to submit are in English Bible, Church History, Theology, Greek and Hebrew.  These examinations are on file with your pastor.  These exams must be proctored, but may be written on your computer and sent electronically (bethelopc@covenant-isp.com). If you would like to mail them, a copy should be sent to each member of the Committee (check the current Directory of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church for current addresses for Committee members [currently Rev. Chip Hammond, Rev. Jim Stastny, and Rev. Charles Biggs])
Documents:  You will need a letter from your session recommending your licensure; you will need to have a copy of your college and seminary transcripts sent from the institution to the Committee Chairman (Chip Hammond); you will need written testimonials regarding your service in and zeal for the gospel (three is the customary number; more serves only to protract the presbytery meeting); a theological paper, and an exegetical paper.  All but the transcripts may be sent electronically.

Guidelines for papers:  Papers should be brief (not more than ten pages).  You may submit a paper that you have completed for seminary requirements, but it should be a clean copy (no marks or grades).  A theological paper should deal with a locus of systematic theology, or the application of the Bible’s teaching to a particular topic or issue that you’re dealing with (e.g. “A Theology of Dealing with Terrorism”). An exegetical paper should deal with an exegetical problem (i.e. the translation of a certain phrase, or how to understand a particular text); it should survey previous proposed solutions, and argue convincingly for your conclusion.

You may take the exams or send the papers at any time.  However, the last of your required submissions much be received by the Committee no less than four weeks before the meeting of Presbytery at which you wish to be licensed

In addition to this, you will need to preach before the Presbytery before you are licensed.  You should contact the Stated Clerk of Presbytery (Dr. Len Miller) and ask when you can be scheduled to preach for presbytery to fulfill your requirement for licensure.  This does not need to be done at the meeting at which you will be licensed, but may be done before.

The Committee will want to meet with you before the meeting of Presbytery at which you wish to be licensed.  This usually takes place the Thursday before Presbytery in Leesburg, Virginia.  Once your exams and submissions have been reviewed, and the Committee examines you orally, it will make a determination regarding what to recommend to Presbytery regarding your licensure.
When the Committee determines to recommend your licensure, you must undergo an examination in Theology only on the floor of Presbytery.  If the Presbytery receives your Committee exams as sustained, sustains your floor exam in Theology, and determines to license you, the Moderator of Presbytery will proceed to your licensure at that time.

Licensure is a step on the way to being ordained.  In order to be ordained, you must have a call, which may come from a local church, or a presbytery.  According to our Form of Government, you cannot be ordained without a call.

Once you are licensed, you must satisfy additional requirements for ordination.  These are:  1) Written examinations, 2) Seminary transcripts (if you had not yet completed seminary when you were licensed), 3) Letters of testimony (usually not more than three) indicating your fitness for the ministry and usefulness in the gospel.  All but the transcripts may be sent electronically.

The written examinations should be on file at your Church, and should be proctored by your pastor or someone else.  The additional examinations are in 1)  Book of Church Order of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 2) Apologetics and Philosophy, and 3) Theology, with emphasis on the Westminster Standards.
All of these written requirements, together with a copy of your call, should be forwarded to members of the Committee and received at least four weeks before the meeting of Presbytery at which you wish to be examined for ordination.

The Committee will then meet with you (usually the Thursday before the Presbytery meeting in Leesburg, Virginia) to review your exams, and to make a determination regarding its recommendations to Presbytery.

When the Committee determines your readiness, it will bring your business before Presbytery, move that your Committee exams be received as sustained, report on the other requirements, and move that the Presbytery examine you in Theology pursuant to ordination.  Sustaining that exam, the Committee will move that you be approved for ordination.

Our prayer is that you would be encouraged and would feel supported at this time.  If I can answer any questions for you, or help you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Please keep in mind that due to the busy schedules of the men on the Committee, the earlier you can complete your requirements before Presbytery, the greater the likelihood that we will be able to smoothly bring your business before that Body.

On Behalf of the Committee on Candidates & Credentials

And in service to Christ the King,

Rev. Chip Hammond

Chairman, Committee on Candidates & Credentials
